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Objectives of the Conference
Assessing the 12 years of existence of the E.U. Data Protection Directive and the 26 years of the Council of Europe Data Protection Convention, the conference will evaluate and rethink data protection by analysing the problems, lacunae and bottlenecks of current data protection law.
The Conference aims at 1. Is the setting up of such authorities still an adequate way to ensure the respect of legal requirements? Are not there other conceivable solutions to achieve this goal, notably a better cooperation between the traditional way of regulating and new ones?
Beyond that, the possibility for collective actors (human liberties associations, trade-unions, business associations) to play an increasing role in the context of a global society must be assessed. 
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How to Regulate Data Protection? Is Data Protection
Served by the Law?
Self-regulation, Public Regulation and Co-regulation
Self-regulation or co-regulation are used as a substitute or as a complement to public regulation. Even in the USA, however, certain authorities are in favour of government regulation, because self-regulation of data protection does not seem to be effective. Research conducted by the US Federal Trade Commission has shown that online privacy cannot be sufficiently protected exclusively by industry self-regulation initiatives. In order to analyse the legal validity of these new ways to regulate data protection, three criteria should be taken into account: the legitimacy of alternative options, the conformity of their content vis-à-vis privacy requirements and the effectiveness of the solutions. 
Technology as a Threat and/or as a Safeguard
The role of technology vis-à-vis data protection has to be analysed from different points of view.
On the one hand technology creates new threats for data protection and should perhaps be regulated as such (terminal equipment, electronic communications infrastructures,…).
There is a need to enlarge data protection legislation to the actors providing these equipments and services.
On the other hand certain solutions (PETS) might be encouraged and additional services might be offered by new actors like infomediaries in order to increase data protection. This workshop offers an opportunity to engage with leading researchers and professionals in the privacy and data protection area, to be informed of developments and to debate these contemporary issues. Speakers will discuss these and other questions from their country perspective.
